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JULY & AUGUST 2025 BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES



PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS

• July - No Finance, Mary Hunt or Vestry Meeting for 
the month of July.

• Wednesdays in July – Noon Eucharist followed by 
bible Study and bring your own lunch.

• July 23rd  & 24th – Sheila will be out of the office July 
23rd  & 24th 

• July 28th – August 11th Sheila will be working from 
home

• August 16th - Niagara Deanery Picnic.

Total Profit - $6150.96
 (With a generous donation for food of $2700.00).  

Thank you to all the volunteers and attendees who made 
this event a great success!
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Another Successful Strawberry 
Festival



Dear People of the Diocese of Western New York,
In our recent Listening Sessions at the Diocesan Center in Tonawanda, you expressed the 
desire for frequent and open communication. In that spirit, the Standing Committee wants 
to advise you of an important issue as we move forward in the process to discern and elect 
our next Bishop Diocesan. The Standing Committee, in consultation with the Chancellor 
and the Constitution and Canons Committee, has carefully reviewed the diocesan canons 
regarding the formation of the Search and Transition Committees. These canons call for 
the election of one lay and one clergy representative from each deanery to serve on each 
committee, with the Standing Committee appointing additional members as needed.

However, after prayerful reflection and honest assessment, we must acknowledge the 
current reality: our deanery structures have not functioned consistently for at least a 
decade. Most deaneries have not held regular meetings, elected official officers, or built 
the organizational capacity necessary to hold legitimate and representative elections. 
Given this, it is not presently possible to follow the strict canonical requirement for 
deanery-based elections in good faith.

In light of these circumstances, and in order to ensure a fair and transparent process that 
reflects the spirit of the canons, the Standing Committee will open a diocesan-wide online 
nomination process for individuals—lay and clergy—interested in serving on either the 
Search Committee or the Transition Committee.

In consultation with the Diocesan Council, the Deans, the Standing Committee will review 
all nominations and will ensure balanced geographic representation by deanery (in 
alignment with the canons). While this method differs procedurally from the canonical 
process, it honors the intent and is grounded in the same values: broad representation, 
transparency, and a shared commitment to discerning the Spirit’s call in this season of 
episcopal transition.

We recognize that this is a departure from the letter of the canons, but believe it is the 
most faithful path forward under current conditions. Waiting until October to revise the 
canons to reflect our current reality would drastically delay the start of our Search and 
extend the time without a Bishop Diocesan.

          Continued on next page

Bishop Search & Transition Committee Formation

THE EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF WNY
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Our goal remains to form prayerful, capable, and representative committees to guide our 
diocese through this important process. To this end, we are offering a Zoom listening session 
to hear any concerns on July 16th at 7pm. Register for the Zoom Listening session

More information, including the nomination form and timeline, will be shared in the 
coming weeks. We encourage clergy and lay leaders throughout the diocese to discern 
whether they or others might be called to serve. We are grateful for your understanding, 
your trust, and your prayers as we continue this journey together.

Faithfully,
The Rev. Luke Fodor
President, Standing Committee
luke.fodor@stlukesjamestown.org 716.483.6405

Bishop Search & Transition Committee Formation

THE EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF WNY

5

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/braAotbKSP-w7lHAu2ML7Q#/registration
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Office Hours for  
Father Thomas

Tuesdays & Wednesdays 
10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

_____________________________

The office is open Monday 
through Thursday 

8:15 a.m. – 2:15 p.m.
Available by phone on Fridays

Christ Episcopal Church
7145 Fieldcrest Drive

Lockport, NY  14094  (716) 433-9229

christ.church14094@gmail.com
https://christlockport.com/

Diocese of Western New York
716-881-0660

John Urtel (Warden) 
Gloria Bryant (Jr. Warden)

Gwen Gonzalez
John Scott

Robin Schulmeister
Joanne Stanton

Cheryl Urtel
Suzanne Venezia-Waddell

Sheldon Yount

You Are Loved!
  

We, the members of Christ Episcopal Church, recognize all human beings 

as children of God and as our brothers and sisters in Christ. We invite all 

people to be a part of our church family, to worship with us, and to join us in 
Holy Communion. All are welcome here, with no exceptions.

Vestry Members
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